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As soon as the child of an Arya is born, nay, even
before Ms birth, his parents have to perform certain
sacramental rites (samsk&ras), without which the child
would not be fit to become a member of society; or,
what was the same thing with the old Brahmans, a
member of the church. As many as twenty-five
samskaras are mentioned, sometimes even more.
/Sudrasl only were not admitted to these rites; while
Aryas, who omitted to perform them, were considered
no better than xSudras.

First stage, Studentship.

The first stage of life to the son of an Arya3 that is
of a Brahma?ia, or a Kshatriya, or a Vaisya, begins
when he is from about seven to eleven years of age2.
He is then sent away from home, and handed over to
a master to be educated. The chief object of his
education is to learn the Veda, or the Vedas by heart.
The Veda being called Brahman, he is called a Brah-
ma&arin, a student of the Veda. The shortest time
assigned to an effective study is twelve years, the
longest forty-eight3. While the young student stays
in his master's house, he has to submit to the strictest
discipline. He has to say his prayers twice a day, at

1  According to Yama, /Sudras also may receive these sacraments up
to the Upanaya, apprenticeship, but unaccompanied by Vedie verses.

2 Aryavidya-sudMnidhi, p.  101.   Apastamba-sutras, I, 1, 18, ed.
Buhler, *Let him initiate a Brahman in spring, a Kshatriya in summer,
a Vaisya in autumn; a Brahman in the eighth year after his conception,
a Kshatriya in the eleventh year after his conception, a Yaisya in the
twelfth year after his conception.'

8 Apastamba-sutras, I, 2, 12, 'He who has been initiated shall dwell
as a religious student in the house of his teacher, for forty-eight years
(if he learns all the Vedas), for thirty-six years, for twenty-four yeara,
for eighteen years. Twelve years should be the shortest time.'